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DIGNITY FIRST

In the words of Dr. John Perkins,
"We don't give people dignity, we affirm it."

Are we willing to be fully present with our
neighbors to be sure we honor every person's
inherent worth? When we return home, how
will we share what we saw, heard, or
experienced? Everything rests on relationship.

What is Dignity? What does it look like to be
fully present with our neighbors?

SAFETY ALWAYS

e When interacting with children (or
anyone), are we thinking clearly about the
wellbeing and cultural norms of those we

are with?
e Are we aware of the surrounding reality,
safety, or authority (school, family,

parents, village)?

e |If something seems to be in question,
check immediately with a local neighbor or
community leader

FOLLOW LOCAL LEADERSHIP

Emotions can feel heightened or exposed while
meeting new neighbors or when seeking to
understand the reality of other people's lives or
cultures.

Even the most seasoned neighbor or volunteer
is capable of missing the mark on standard
etiquette, stumbling through cultural faux pas,
or unintentionally committing a social error.

Over time, we learn from local leaders and their
wisdom We're seeking quality of friendship not
perfection

What are things you have
learned from making

mistakes with unfamiliar
cultural norms?

“Ultimately, the way we see, listen, or participate

How can | contribute or get involved?

Go Deeper

Recommended resources
are available upon request

Donate Today
Partner with Abara in
support of Border Response

Make an Introduction

Connect Abara to others
interested in supporting
narrative change

Share Your Experience

What thoughts,
perspectives, or ideas
come to mind?

Host a Gathering

Gather friends in your city (or living room) to
process these principles together

General Inquiries Training Facilitators
This resource is open and free Angelica "Lica" Garnett
for single use. Please do not ’

Clara Duffy, and

quote or reproduce en mass,
unless prior written consent is Nate Ledbetter
granted. For other uses, please

write to nate@abara.org

Please Make Checks
Payable to:

Abara, Inc.
1228 Wyoming Ave.
El Paso, TX 79902

ETHICAL
STORYTELLING

Simple Steps for Honoring
the Story of Others

within a story can work for the empowerment or
detriment of others.”

WHEN IN DOUBT, ASK PERMISSION

We want to be mindful of our neighbor's
dignity. We choose to ask permission before
taking a photo. If we are with an adult - we ask
directly. If we are with children - we will check
first with a parent, teacher, leader or
translator.

This requires discernment - sometimes life
presents powerful moments that need to be
captured - especially with friends or partners
or when a story needs to be shared later for
the sake of justice.

We choose to err on the side of asking first
and going slow.

What are reasons one might say
no to a picture? What are reasons

one might say yes, when they
would rather say no?

IF THIS WERE MY CHILD

If this visit were reversed and a group was
visiting my child's school, our neighborhood,
home, or faith community - how would |
respond as a parent or leader?

Do | want people posting photos of my
children online without my permission?

Is this a public space and do we have
permission from local leaders or parents here?
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